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Ivance in three diagonals was decided upon by
le in conversation with the generals/'
"You were lucky enough to rise to power
ithout bloodshed," said I. "But suppose that
3me day you were to become involved in a war,
lat one of your generals proved incompetent,
nd suffered a defeat?"
Mussolini's face wrinkled ironically.
"Suppose! Well, what then?"
"Suppose that the upshot was the destruction
f the great work you have been constructing for
o many years."
"You know well enough," he replied, perfectly
erious once more, "that through all these years
have been careful to avoid anything of the kind."
I had overshot the mark a little, and returned
o personal matters by asking him if he had ever
>een grievously wounded.
"So badly wounded that it was impossible for
ne to be moved! One of the newspapers had
nentioned where I was laid up. Thereupon the
Vustrians shelled the hospital. All the patients
sxcept three had been removed. There I lay for
ieveral days, expecting from moment to moment
:o be blown to smithereens."
"Is it true that when they performed a neces-
sary operation you refused to take chloroform?"
He nodded affirmatively.
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